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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicants* amendments, see amendment, filed on 9/19/2005, with respect to 
Claims 2-3,6-8,10-13,15-16,18-21 and 24-28 have been fully considered and are 
persuasive. None of the previously cited reference teaches the claims 2-3,6-8,10-13,15- 
16,18-21 and 24-28. 

Claims 1 ,4,5,9,14, 17, 22 and 23 had been canceled. 
The new claim 28 is identical to the previously objected claim 17, which been 
canceled as to overcome the claim objection by correcting the claim number sequence. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 2-3.6-8. 10-13. 15-16. 18-21 and 24-28 are allowed. 

Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The prior art along or in combination fails to teach or make obvious the following 
limitations: 

"a band controller for providing an instruction to transmit a control frame that 
temporarily suspends frame transmission from said at least one other apparatus; 
and a transmitter connected to said at least one transmission medium for 
transmitting said control frame to said at least one transmission medium 
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according to the instruction from said band controller; wherein said network 
apparatus controls the transmission band volume of a frame transmitted from 
said at least one other apparatus to within a preset band volume; and wherein 
said band controller periodically instructs said transmitter to transmit said control 
frame." as recited in the independent claims 2, 6 and 15. 
"wherein said transmitter is provided to correspond to said at least one other 
apparatus, and includes at least one port connected to said at least one 
transmission medium; wherein said transmitter transmits said control frame from 
said at least one port; wherein said preset band volume is set to correspond to 
the total of the frame transmission band volume transmitted from said at least 
one other apparatus; and wherein said band controller instructs said transmitter 
to transmit said control frame when the total of the frame transmission band 
volume transmitted from said at least one other apparatus exceeds said preset 
band volume." as recited in the independent claim 7. and 
"wherein said preset band volume is set to correspond to each of some of said 
at least one other apparatus; and wherein said band controller instructs said 
transmitter to transmit said control frame to the port provided to correspond to 
said at least one other apparatus when the transmission band volume of a frame 
transmitted from said at least one other apparatus exceeds the band volume 
preset for said at least one other apparatus" as recited in the independent claim 
8. 
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"a band controller for providing an instruction to transmit a control frame that 
temporarily suspends frame transmission from said at least one other apparatus; 
and wherein said network apparatus includes at least one said band controller 
that corresponds to each of some of said at least one port." as recited in the 
independent claim 10, 

"a band controller for providing an instruction to transmit a control frame that 
temporarily suspends frame transmission from said at least one other apparatus; 
and wherein said network apparatus includes only one unit of said band 
controller" as recited in the independent claim 1 1, 

9 "wherein said preset band volume is set to correspond to the total of the frame 
transmission band volume transmitted from said plurality of apparatus; and 
wherein said band controller instructs said transmitter 

to transmit said control frame if the total of said frame transmission band volume 
exceeds said preset band volume" as recited in the independent claim 16. 
"wherein said preset band volume is set for each of said plurality of 
transmission media in such a way as to correspond to the transmission band 
volume of a frame transmitted via each of said plurality of transmission media; 
and wherein if the transmission band volume of a frame transmitted via any one 
of said plurality of transmission media exceeds said preset band volume that 
corresponds to said any one transmission medium, said band controller instructs 
said transmitter to transmit said control frame from a port connected to said any 
one transmission medium" as recited in the independent claim 18. 
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"wherein said transmitter includes at least one link aggregation sub-layer and a 
plurality of MAC control units; wherein said at least one aggregation sub-layer 
receives an instruction from said band controller and distributes said instruction 
to each of said plurality of MAC control units; and wherein each of said plurality 
of MAC control units corresponds to each of said plurality of ports, and transmits 
said control frame from each of said plurality of ports 3according to the 
instruction from said band controller" as recited in the independent claim 19, 
"wherein at the step of transmitting said control frame, said control frame is 
periodically transmitted by said at least one second apparatus; and 
wherein at said suspending step, frame transmission is periodically suspended 
according to said control frame that is periodically received" as recited in the 
independent claim 24, and 

"communication band volume possessed by said at least one transmission 
medium; and wherein at the step of transmitting said control frame, said control 
frame is transmitted when the transmission band volume of a frame transmitted 
from said at least one first apparatus exceeds said set band volume" as recited 
in the independent claim 25, 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Richard Chang whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3129. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 8 AM to 5 PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ricky Ngo can be reached on (571) 272-3139. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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